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Disclaimer 
Healthcare professionals are expected to take NICE clinical guidelines fully into account when 
exercising their clinical judgement. However, the guidance does not override the responsibility of 
healthcare professionals to make decisions appropriate to the circumstances of each patient, in 
consultation with the patient and/or their guardian or carer. 
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Records screened in 1
st

 sift, n = 1662 

Full-text articles assessed for eligibility 

in 2
nd

 sift, n = 111 

Records excluded* in 1
st

 sift, n = 
1551 

Records excluded* in 2
nd

 sift, n = 90 

Studies included, n = 4 
  
  
  

Studies selectively 
excluded, n = 4 
  
  
Reasons for exclusion: see 
Appendix I 

Records identified through database 
searching, n = 1661 

Additional records identified through 
other sources, n = 1 

Full-text articles assessed for 
applicability and quality of 
methodology, n = 21 

Studies excluded, n = 13 
  
  
  
Reasons for exclusion: see 
Appendix I 

* Non-relevant population, intervention, 
comparison, design or setting; non-English language 
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