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Disclaimer 
This guideline represents the views of NICE and was arrived at after careful consideration of 
the evidence available. Those working in the NHS, local authorities, the wider public, 
voluntary and community sectors and the private sector should take it into account when 
carrying out their professional, managerial or voluntary duties. 
 
Implementation of this guidance is the responsibility of local commissioners and/or providers. 
Commissioners and providers are reminded that it is their responsibility to implement the 
guidance, in their local context, in light of their duties to have due regard to the need to 
eliminate unlawful discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations. 
Nothing in this guidance should be interpreted in a way that would be inconsistent with 
compliance with those duties 

Copyright 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 2017 
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Appendices 
Appendix A: Committee members and 
NICE guideline development team 

A.1 Committee members 
Name Role 
Angela Bussey 
 

Principal Pharmacist Medicines Information Projects, Guy’s and 
St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust 

Joyce Calam Patient and Public Involvement representative 
Martin England 
 

Pharmacy Services Director, Ashtons Hospital Pharmacy 
Services Ltd.  

Katherine Gough 
 

Head of Medicines Management, NHS Dorset Clinical 
Commissioning Group 

Alan Hughes 
 

Medicines Governance Lead Pharmacist, Betsi Cadwaladr 
University Health Board 

Jonathan Mason (Chair) 
 

Clinical Adviser (Medicines), NHS North East London and the City 
(until 31 March 2013), NHS England London Region (from 1 April 
2013) 

Shelley Mehigan Raine 
 

Nurse Specialist in Contraception, Dorset Healthcare University 
NHS Foundation Trust 

Ivor Nathan Patient and Public Involvement representative 
Julian Newell 
 

Corporate Matron, Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 

Stephen Riley 
 

Clinical Support Pharmacist and Director, Medicines Optimisation 
Ltd 

Anne Ryan Senior Policy Manager, Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency 

Helen Stubbs 
 

Senior Pharmacist, Cheshire and Merseyside Commissioning 
Support Unit 

Jane Swan (Vice-Chair) 
 

Senior Medicines Management Adviser, Health Partnerships, 
Nottinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust 

 

A.2 NICE guideline development team 
Name Role 
Johanna Hulme 
 

Project Lead (from 2 January 2013) and Associate Director 
Medicines Advice, NICE Medicines and Prescribing Centre 

Neal Maskrey 
 

Project Lead (until 2 January 2013) and Consultant Clinical 
Adviser, NICE Medicines and Prescribing Centre 

Louise Picton 
 

Senior Adviser Medicines Advice, NICE Medicines and 
Prescribing Centre 

Ian Pye 
 

Assistant Project Manager – Medicines Advice, NICE Medicines 
and Prescribing Centre 

Rebekah Robinson 
 

Assistant Project Manager – Medicines Advice, NICE Medicines 
and Prescribing Centre 
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Appendix B: Search strategy 
B.1 Search strategy 

Search question What is the evidence/legislation relating to the use, development 
and implementation of PGDs? 

Search date November 2012 
Search terms See list of requested search terms below 
Sources See sources searched below 
Publication period Unlimited 
Restrictions  English, UK based 
Inclusion criteria Any relevant website, for local policies publication within five years 
Publication Website, peer-reviewed journal 

B.2 Search terms 
Patient Group Direction(s) or Patient Group Directive(s) or PGD(s), covering all providers 
and settings (NHS and non-NHS healthcare):  
• use of PGDs 
• authorisation/authorising PGDs 
• local development/developing PGDs 
• use of PGD competency framework 
• legislation/medicines legislation 
• governance/reporting/accountability 
• guidance/professional standards/good practice 
• training/education/competence 
• service(s)/service provision/practice development 
• safety/governance/risk 
• clinical/pharmaceutical knowledge 
• options for medicines supply – when is it appropriate/not appropriate to use PGDs 
• commissioning a PGD service 
• restrictions/exemptions to using PGDs e.g. controlled drugs, unlicensed and off-label 

medicines 
• organisations providing/authorising PGDs/services using PGDs (including non-NHS 

healthcare) 
• documentation 
• review, updating, evaluation 
• collaboration between organisations providing PGDs 

Search string of health professionals: nurses; midwives; health visitors; optometrists; 
pharmacists; chiropodists; radiographers; orthoptists; physiotherapists; ambulance 
paramedics; dietitians; occupational therapists; speech and language therapists; prosthetists, 
orthotists, dental hygienists and dental therapists. 

B.3 Sources searched 
• Medline 1956–2012 
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• NICE Evidence Search, healthcare databases advanced search, databases selected: 
AMDED, BNI, CINAHL, EMBASE, HEALTH BUSINESS ELITE, HMIC, PsychINFO 

• Cochrane Library Issue 11 2012 
• National Patient Group Directions website (now the Specialist Pharmacy Service website) 
• NICE 
• Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency  
• Google advanced search 
• NHS Education for Scotland 
• Health Education England 
• British Medical Association 
• Royal College of Nursing 
• Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
• General Pharmaceutical Council 
• Department of Health and Social Care  
• College of Optometrists 

https://www.evidence.nhs.uk/
http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/view/0/index.html
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/
http://www.nice.org.uk/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20141206084622/http:/www.mhra.gov.uk/Howweregulate/Medicines/Availabilityprescribingsellingandsupplyingofmedicines/ExemptionsfromMedicinesActrestrictions/index.htm
http://www.google.co.uk/advanced_search
https://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.hee.nhs.uk/
http://bma.org.uk/
http://www.rcn.org.uk/
https://www.rpharms.com/
http://pharmacyregulation.org/
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/index.htm
http://www.college-optometrists.org/
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