
Velindre Cancer Centre – SecurAcath removal algorithm: a real world example 
This local algorithm is an example used in the NICE medical technology guidance adoption support 

resource for SecurAcath for securing percutaneous catheters, and was not produced, 
commissioned or sanctioned by NICE. 
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Assess the amount of pain at the 

exit site by moving the lower 

portion of the device slightly:          

Is there acute pain? 

Administer lidocaine 1% at exit 

site. For non-prescibers – use the 

specifically prepare patient group 

direction. 

Observe the skin close to 

the SecurAcath pins.  Is 

the skin overlapping the 

pins? 

Administer a small amount 

of lidocaine around the exit 

site with a small orange 

needle – withdraw on the 

plunger initially to verify 

that the needle is not in a 

vessel. 

Yes No 

Yes 

Remove the SecurAcath by:                                      

a: pinching the two sides of the device together 

until they meet and pulling with a fast swift pluck 

or b: cutting the device in half with a scissors and 

removing each nitinol anchor separately with a 

swift pluck. 

No 

Follow the instructions for the routine removal of a 

PICC with SecurAcath until the PICC has been 

removed and the lower part of the SecurAcath in 

the only item left in situ. 


