
	Drug best practice guidance
	Guidance and recommendations to support the optimal use of medicines.

	Drug horizon scanning
	Information to support the managed entry of new medicines to the NHS.*

*Prior to marketing authorisation and restricted to individuals working within the NHS with a role in budget planning for medicines.

	Drug prescribing and safety
	Technical information to support the safe prescribing of individual medicines.

	Drug regulatory and marketing 
	Information on changes to market authorisations and licensed uses of medicines.

	Evidence summaries
	Brief summaries of findings from a review of evidence, topic overviews and descriptive articles.

	Guidance
	Systematically developed tools which describe aspects of a patient's condition and the care to be given. A good guideline makes recommendations about treatment and care, based on the best research available, rather than opinion. It is used to assist clinician and patient decision-making about appropriate health care for specific clinical conditions.
Includes NICE Pathways -  an online tool for health and social care professionals that brings together all connected NICE guidance and associated products on a topic in a user-friendly electronic flowchart.

	Health technology assessments
	Health technology assessments are processes by which the clinical and cost effectiveness of health technologies are determined. NICE health technology appraisals are designed to provide patients, health professionals and managers with an authoritative source of advice on new and existing health technologies.

	Known uncertainties
	Known uncertainties identify patients, clinicians or research questions that cannot currently be answered by reliable up to date systematic reviews.

	Medicines Current Awareness
	Last three months of current awareness information and alerts on issues relating to medicines. Aggregated by UKMi and included in the Medicines Awareness Service.

	Ongoing trials
	Current clinical research studies conducted with patients which tests out a drug or other intervention to assess its effectiveness and safety. Each trial is designed to answer scientific questions and to find better ways to treat individuals with a specific disease. This general term encompasses controlled clinical trials and randomised controlled trials.

	Patient information
	Patient-oriented factsheet, leaflet or newsletter. 

Only products published by organisations that have been awarded the DH information standard are included in NICE Evidence Search.

	Policy and Service Development
	Policy and information products to inform commissioning of services and service improvement.

	Population intelligence


	Statistics, numerical information and data presented in ways to support population health. This type covers both tools and reports.

	Population needs assessments
	Publications which aim to measure the extent and nature of the need of a particular target population in order to make a response to that need.

	Primary research
	The collection of original data by way of a research study. Primary research is designed to answer specific questions and produces data that are only obtainable directly from an original source.  

Note: When data is collected from existing research studies, it is considered to be secondary research. Secondary research is more accessible, more affordable, and more generalized than primary research.

	Quality measures 
	Measurable elements of performance which address processes and/or outcomes of health and social care. 

	Systematic reviews
	Reviews of clearly formulated questions that use systematic and explicit methods to identify, select and critically appraise relevant research, and to collect and analyse data from the studies that are included in the reviews. Statistical methods (meta-analyses) may or may not be used to analyse and summarise the results of the included studies. 
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NICE Evidence Search  

Type of Information (ToI) filters 
	Type of Information: main categories 
	· care pathways

· commissioning guides

· drug information (6 different types, listed below)

· evidence summaries

· guidance
· health technology assessments

· known uncertainties

· ongoing trials

· patient information

· policy and service development

· population intelligence 

· population needs assessment

· primary research
· quality measures
· systematic reviews



NICE Evidence Search TOI definition

	TOI
	Description

	Care pathways
	This term (also known as clinical pathways, integrated care pathways and various other terms) describes the route that a patient will take from their first contact with an NHS member of staff  to the completion of their treatment.
NICE Pathways are not included under this heading as they are graphical representations of guidelines rather than full patient pathways.

	Commissioning guides
	Tools to help senior healthcare professionals and health service managers with decisions when they are commissioning services. 

	Drug/medicines management
	Systems and processes to support best practice in the use of medicines.
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