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IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL OF POTENTIAL ORGAN DONORS








Assess whether taking steps to facilitate organ donation is in the patient’s best interests


(see box on left)





Patients whose circulatory death is anticipated following a decision to withdraw or limit life-sustaining treatment





Patients with severe brain injury if


one or more cranial nerve reflexes is absent and the Glasgow Coma Score is 4 or less and cannot be explained by sedation, or


a decision has been made to perform brainstem death tests


Whichever is the earlier





Initiate discussions with the specialist nurse for organ donation (SNOD). Continue ongoing clinical care whilst exploring the patient’s wishes regarding organ donation





Plan approach with the 


multidisciplinary team (MDT)


E.g. Consultant, SNOD, Medical & Nursing staff, Faith representative(s)





Identify all potential donors as early as possible using either of the following criteria





YES





NO








Best interests and organ donation





Provided that delay is in the patient's overall best interests, life-sustaining treatments should not be withdrawn or limited until the patient’s wishes around organ donation have been explored and the clinical potential for donation has been assessed in accordance with legal and professional guidance. 





Has the patient


 given an advanced statement?


 registered on the NHS organ donor register?


 discussed their wishes with those close to them?





In addition to exploring the patient’s stated wishes, the assessment should also consider:


beliefs or values that would be likely to influence the patient’s decision


any other factors they would be likely to consider


views of family, friends, etc. regarding the patient’s wishes 


views of anyone named by the patient to be consulted about such decisions.











Continue ongoing clinical care and assess donor potential





YES





Potential for donation after circulatory death is confirmed





Potential for donation after brainstem death is confirmed





Plan approach to those close to the patient with the MDT 


(See above)





TO CONTACT YOUR SPECIALIST NURSE FOR ORGAN DONATION





Call……….…………………………..Bleep……………………………





Does the patient have the capacity to make their own decision?









