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PillCam COLON 2 for detecting polyps in the colon 

PillCam COLON 2 (Medtronic) is a colon capsule endoscopy (CCE) system which provides visualisation of the colon for the detection of polyps. The capsule, containing 2 cameras, is swallowed under clinical supervision following an intensive 2-day bowel cleansing routine. The cameras take images as the capsule moves through the colon. After excretion of the capsule, the images are processed, and interpreted by a clinician. The NHS bowel cancer screening programme (BCSP) invites people aged between 60 and 74 to return a faecal immunochemical test (FIT) kit every 2 years to detect the presence of blood in the stool. People with an abnormal FIT result are offered a colonoscopy. People with symptoms of colorectal cancer as outlined in the NICE guideline on suspected cancer: recognition and referral (NG12), may also be referred by their GP for a flexible sigmoidoscopy or colonoscopy.  This technology could be used as a non-invasive alternative to colonoscopy to help rule out colon cancer. It could lower the rate of colonoscopies, as they will only be needed for people with polyps identified during CCE. This may help reduce endoscopy service waiting lists and aid early cancer detection by prioritising people that need further tests and treatment. The NICE diagnostics assessment programme will assess the clinical and cost-effectiveness of PillCam COLON 2 (and other alternative technologies identified during scoping) to make recommendations on their use in the NHS. 
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